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Analytical and research institutes like think tanks are axes of relations 
between public policy and intellectual potential of the society in the current 
globalizing world. Main goal of this institutes are emphasizing political and 
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military priorities, elaboration of alternative offers, comprehensive analysis 
of policy, formation of social opinion, elaboration of possible scenario 
regarding development of expected processes, etc. Main bodies in this 
sphere are social sciences research analytical centers based in university-
academic environment particularly – university affiliated think tanks. This 
bodies on one hand issue intellectual, scientific product on the other hand 
provide state, NGOs and political organizations with innovative ideas, 
outlook projects, strategical and analytical researches, expert advice, 
global political concepts, etc. 

If we discuss Armenian education system during Soviet times we will 
first notice it as a reproductive system of already existing knowledge and 
science and here elaboration of new knowledge was something secondary 
(this function was mainly reserved to institutes of academies of sciences 
based in USSR). This issue is currently changing: new mechanisms and 
tools are gradually being developed in the Republic of Armenia that give 
opportunity to foster scientific and research activities at the universities. 
There are several issues in this sphere the main of which is the separate 
classical institutional body to  which the think tank is supposed to outgrow. 
Researches done by the mentioned individual think tanks will have their 
vital impact on activities of state and political elite as well as society. The 
mentioned bodies are yet reflected in the changes happening in life of 
society. One of the main function - routing of development prospect is also 
met yet. 

Currently there are about thirty social science think tanks based in 
universities that according to their research areas can be classified into the 
below mentioned groups: 

A. Armenian studies 
• Research Institute of Armenian Studies, Yerevan State University, 
• SYUNIK Research Center of Armenia Studies, Goris State University.

B. Culture and Political Science 
• Byusov Scientific Center, Yerevan Bryusov State University of 

Languages and Social Sciences,
• The  Turpanjian Center  for Policy Analysis (TCPA), American 

University of Armenia, 
• Center for European Studies, Yerevan State University,
• Armenian Center of Egyptian Studies, Yerevan State University, 
• Research Center for Civilization and Culture, Yerevan State 

University 
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• Regional Research Center, Public Administration Academy of the 
Republic of Armenia. 
C. Economic

• The Turpanjian Rural Development Program, American University of 
Armenia, 

• AMBERD Research Center, Armenian State University of Economics. 
D. Sociology 

• Center for Regional Integration and Conflict Resolution, Yerevan 
State University,

• Research Laboratory of applied Sociology, Yerevan State University,
• Research Center for Migration, Yerevan State University,
• Center for Gender Research and Leadership, Yerevan State 

University.
E. Psychology  

• Laboratory in Psychology of Personality and Professional Activities, 
Yerevan State University, 

• Laboratory of Experimental Psychology, Yerevan State University,
• Center for Applied Psychology, Yerevan State University, 
• Applied Behavioral Analysis Center, URARTU University of 

Psychology and Sociology,
•Laboratory of the Personal and Social Environment, Yerevan State 

University,
•Family Research and Support Center, URARTU University of 

Psychology and Sociology,
•Scientific Laboratory of Administrative Activity Research, Public 

Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia. 
F. Environment-Health Care 

•Acopian Center for the Environment (ACE), American University of 
Armenia, 
•Zvart Avedisian Onanian Center for Health Services Research and 
Development (CHSRD), American University of Armenia,
•Center for Rights on Ecology, Yerevan State University. 

G. Information-Military 
•Scientific Laboratory for Strategic Research, Yerevan State University, 
•Research laboratory in the field of English-language discourse of anti-
Armenian propaganda, Yerevan State University, 
•Strategical Research Laboratory of National Security Issues, Russian-
Armenian Slavonic University.
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H. Science and Education 
•Center of Council of Europe Language and culture Programs, Yerevan 
Bryusov State University of Languages and Social Sciences,
•Research Center for Science Management, RA Public Administration 
Academy of the Republic of Armenia.

As it was already mentioned the history of university based research 
centers is rather new in Armenia and this is the reason that the centers do 
their best to  develop and meet the international standards both the 
development trends and resources. Of course there are centers trying to 
meet the standards (structure, management, strategic priorities, 
transparency, research methodology, cooperation with similar centers, etc) 
among which we can outline Center for European Studies of Yerevan State 
University (YSU), Institute of Armenian Studies of YSU, Centre for 
Civilization and Cultural Studies of YSU, AMBERD Research Center of 
Armenian State University of Economics, etc. Activities of the mentioned 
centers will be shown on the sample of AMBERD Research Center of 
Armenian State University of Economics. 

AMBERD Research Center1  of Armenian State University of 
Economics (ASUE) was established in 2013. The Center has a Scientific 
Advisory Board with 9 members. ASUE Rector is the President of the 
Board. Director of the Center is Samvel Avetisyan, Doctor of Economic 
Sciences, Professor. 

The Center is based on the main research areas which are as 
follows: 

1. National Security Research, 
2. National Competitiveness and Internalization Research, 
3. Socioeconomic Research. 
Number of permanent staff at the Center is 9 (administrative staff and 

experts). In the research done not only staff of the Center is engaged, but 
also part-time faculty of ASUE and Master and PhD students are involved. 
Involvement of students in implemented research is conditioned by the 
policy adopted by Armenian State University of Economics and the Center. 
The main reason of this is to improve research thinking and experience of 
students and providing them with opportunities of implementing innovative 
ideas. It is worth to mention that students are paid for the research done 
and during the research implementation period are considered employees 
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of the Center. 
It is important to mention that yearly about 50-90 faculty members 

and students of the University are engaged in the research. Main financing 
source of the Center is ASUE budget though the Center also tries to involve 
financial means from other research calls and tries to increase the share in 
this way gaining financial independency. AMBERD implements researches 
on the burning issues of Armenian economy. Though the research center 
was established is and is part of an economic university researches done 
are not limited only by the economic issues. It tries to discuss larger frame 
of issues. The Center has been implementing researches on the following 
topics: national security issues, regional developments, social and 
economic spheres, education and science, researches devoted to think 
tanks of Armenia and also world known think tanks. It is worth to mention 
that within three years of activities the Center has published about thirty 
researches of several areas. The Center as a university science 
development modern system has set its strategic priorities and goals:

• Uniting intellectual resources of the University,
• Development of scientific, research and education activities of 

the University implementation of researches on socioeconomic 
development, security issues in Armenia, 

• Establishing linkage between the education process and 
scientific research. 

• Publication and commercialization of research outcomes, etc. 
At the same time trying to  develop relations between the state, 

society and think tanks the most important and practically applied 
researches of AMBERD are presented to  the responsible bodies of the RA 
governing bodies and organizations of business sphere. 

It is worth to mention that trying to  establish a joint platform for 
dialogues with other centers AMBERD tries to  establish cooperation with 
national and foreign organizations. Main partners of the Center are:  

-" NORAVANK Scientific and education foundation,
-" Fublic Diplomacy Foundation after A. Gorchakov, Russian 
Federation, 
-" The Eurasia Center “VIA EVRASIA” for M.A. students and Ph.D 
and Postdoctoral researches at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski, 
Bulgaria,
-" RA Ministry of Nature Protection, 
-" RA Ministry of Finance, 
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-" RA Ministry of Education and Science, 
-" RA Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, 
-" RA Ministry of Diaspora,
-" RA Ministry of Emergency Situations and Territorial Administration. 
Currently several research programs financed by some of the 

Armenian ministries are implemented at the Center. AMBERD series of 
research monographs are published by the Center. Analysis are 
periodically published at the web site, statistic database is available. 
Concluding and emphasizing the role of research centers in meeting 
political, economic, social and cultural modern challenges there is a 
necessity to mention that the culture of establishing such institutions 
particularly university affiliated think tanks is developing. It is obvious that 
the future belongs to societies having the potential of establishing modern 
universities, those societies that will be able to elaborate available systems 
of higher education provision and invest new institutions of generating 
knowledge, creating new knowledge. There is no  doubt that only societies 
having the ability of combining intellectual potential efficiently and trying to 
meet challenges will be competitive. In this context we are satisfied to 
mention that Armenian universities stopped being institutions providing the 
students just existing knowledge and delivering education services they 
gradually do their best to assume the function of research institutions.
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